1# Production . Tucano is a member of the Eastern 
Tucanoan language family and is spoken along the Papurf 
River and its tributaries, extending into Brazil. The esti- 
mated number of living Tucanos in Colombia is 1500. The 
following paper is based on data gathered in Acaricuara, 
located on the Paca River, between July, 1963, and Novem- 
ber, 1964, and represents the Acaricuara dialect. Var- 
ious vowel changes have been observed in the downriver 
dialect which are not handled in this paper. 

The principal informants used are: Berta Cordero, 20 
years of age, Teodora Forero, 25 years of age, Nasaria 
Cordero, 55 years of age, Porfirio Neira, 24 years of age, 
Joaquina Chagres, 19 years of age, Lucina Gonzales, 16 
years of age, Aracelia Neira, 15 years of age, Candido 
Chagres, 14 years of age. All are bilingual in Spanish to 
varying degrees. Berta Cordero has the most fluent know- 
ledge of Spanish. 

A special characteristic of the Vaupes area is the 
multilinguality of its inhabitants. According to tribal cus- 
tom, a member of one tribe must marry a member of a dif- 
ferent tribe. This is especially true of tribes on the Papurf 
River and its tributaries . 

All of the above informants are Tucanos, because their 
fathers are Tucanos. Their mothers are from four different 
tribes. Three have Desano mothers, two have Tuyuca moth- 
ers, one has a Siriano mother, and one has a Tariano mother. 

Because of this situation all speakers of Eastern Tuca- 
noan languages are familiar with more than one language of 
the family. Tucano is the trade language on the Papurf and 
tributaries; thus other inhabitants of that area are bilingual 


